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VISUALARTS

ByIan SOUTAR
telegraph@jpress.co.ik
@lanSoutar

n What Can Be Seen,
an exhibition open-
ingthisweek at the
Millennium Gallery,
internationally re-
nowned artists Tim Etchells
and Vlatka Horvat offer awry
reimagining of the city’s his-
toric museum collections.

The artists began by
spending a week exploring
the collectionsin archae-
ology, natural sciences,
decorative art, visual art and
social history, rummagingin
boxes, drawers, racks, files
and envelopes with the help
ofthe curators.

What Can Be Seen
presents a wealth of objects
and images, many of which
have not been on public dis-
play for more than 3o years
or sometimes never.

There’s aline-up of pocket
watches, biological speci-
mens and Egyptian arte-
facts, as well as weather data
charts, early 20th century
puppets, and survey photo-
graphs for the planned site of
the M1 from the Sixties.
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‘We were
impressed by the
methodical nature
of all this work’

Tim Etchells

Inonelarge cluttered
display caseyou can finda
duck-billed platypus (“appar-
ently the very first exhibit as
itis catalogued as A1”). The
unexpected groupings of
objects are not on the basis
of subject matter but things

- like shape, colour, texture or

the material they are made
from, explains Horvat.

And so a pufferfish (natu-
ral history) sits nexttoatoast
rack (decorative arts) next
toaknuckleduster (social
history) because they have
roughly the same shape.

The artistswere keen to
present items as they ap-
peared in store so therearea

number of sculptural figures
standingin a crate as though
imprisoned.

Onawallare a set of emp-
ty picture frames from which
the paintings have been re-
moved for conservation and
covered in polythene.

Etchells and Horvat con-
tinually highlight the act of
care, observation and study
by those involved in record-
ing, understanding and il-
luminating the world we live
mn.

“We were impressed by
the methodical nature of all
thiswork,” observes Etchells.

“It'saportrait of an insti-
tution but also gives glimpses

of thelives of the people who
worked here,” adds Horvat.

This comesout in their
own pieces in the exhibition,
two new series of photo-
graphic behind-the-scenes
images entitled No Contex-
tual Information and Card
Index (Details) which fore-
ground the “hidden” process-
esand systems used by the
institution and its curators.

TimEtchellsis anartist
and awriter based in London
and Sheffield.

The artistic director of
the Sheffield-based interna-
tional performance group
Forced Entertainment has
also worked on collabora-

tions with a range of visual
artists, choreographersand
photographers.

Croatian-born Vlatka
Horvatisanartist basedin
London who works in sculp-
ture, installation, drawing,
performance and photogra-
phy.

What Can Be Seen is the
first large-scale museum-
based collaboration by the
partners following two video
works shown as part of Art
Sheffield 2008.

They have also created
and performed together in
several live performance
pieces and frequently act
as sounding boards for one
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another in their individual
practices.

What Can Be Seen forms
part of Making Ways, anew
programme of exhibitions,
residencies and events fund-
ed by Arts Council England,
taking place over the next
three years, which will show-
case, celebrate and develop
the exceptional contempo-
raryvisual art produced in
Sheffield.

Tim Etchells & Vlatka
Horvat: What Can Be Seen
continues at the Millennium
Gallery until May 7.

@ Sheffield has the distine-
tion of being one of four
host venues for a nationally

prestigious new exhibition of
cutting-edge enamelling art
and craft.

From fine enamel on
precious metalsin tradi-
tional techniques such as
basse-taille, champlevé and
cloisonné, to experimental
wet-process on copper and
steel, via high-firing, graf-
fito, stencilling and decals,
Enamoured will showthe
wide range of stylesin cur-
rent practice from more than
50artists, includingleading
contemporary practitioners
such as Phil Barnes, Evange-
line Long and Jeanne Crosse.

Itisonviewat Butcher
‘Works Gallery, Arundel

Street, from February 14, to

. March1o, Mondays to Satur-

days,10am to3pmand there
will also be public workshops.

. ® Anexhibition opening

today at Exchange Place
Studios called The Court of
Loveisthemedlike a medi-
eval court reflecting the first
occurrence of Valentine’s
Day which featured a feast,
poetry competitionsand
Jjousting.

Uptoisartists from
around the UK provide their
individual interpretation
of Valentine’s Day through
painting, collage, perform-
ances, perfumery, sculpture
and photography:

The Court of Love has also

. involved a poetry competi-

tion and successful entries

- willbe ondisplay.

It will be on view at Ex-

. change Place Studios, from

February 9-18, 11am-4pm.

On Friday from 6pm-8pm
there will be alaunch event
with many of the artists and
poetsonhand and a per-
formance from artists Pink
and Gray. There will also be
an event on Valentine’s Day
itself, February 14, 6pm-gpm
which will include perform-
ances and poetry readings
and the announcement of
the winner of the poetry
competition.




